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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on November 27, 2006 has been entered. Claims 

1 . 5, 9, 1 1 , and 12 have been amended. Claims 10 and 13 have been cancelled. No 
claims have been added. Claims 1-9, 1 1 , and 12 are now pending in this application, 
with claims 1 , 5, 9, 1 1 , and 12 being independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identicaliy disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-2, 4-6, and 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Linneweh, Jr. et al (US 5,862,485), in view of Yarwood (US 
6,161,016). 

3. In regards to claims 1 , 4, 5, 8, 9, 1 1 , and 12, Linneweh discloses a method and 
network of providing preferential access for particular calls between preferred users of a 
communication network (See Fig. 1 and communications system 100) wherein said 
particular calls are established via circuits between switching nodes (See Fig. 1 , base 
sites 101-105 and location of poison control center, fire department, police department, 
etc), said circuits comprising one circuit segment or a plurality of circuit segments 
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connected in series, wherein for call setup each segment is selected from available 
circuit segments on a trunk between two switching nodes so that a circuit is set up 
enabling the calling user (See Fig. 1 and communication units 112 and 114-116) and 
the called user (for example, the called user may be a poison control center, fire 
department, police department, etc.) to communicate (See col. 3 lines 36-58), which 
method includes the steps of: permanently reserving at least one circuit segment on 
each trunk between switching nodes needed to set up circuits for said particular calls 
between users at least one of whom is a preferred user (for example, the calling party 
may be identified as being preferred by entering a predetermined feature code, i.e., a 
particular set of dialed digits and/or an identification number) (See col. 3 lines 46-65), 
and dynamically allocating circuit segments selected from said reserved segments and 
need to set up a circuit from a preferred user in the event of a call set-up request by 
said preferred user (See Abstract, col. 7 lines 13-25, and col. 7-8 lines 60-20). 
Linneweh, however, does not disclose a permanently resen/ed circuit segment being 
available only for said particular calls between users at least one of whom is a preferred 
user. YanA/ood, however, discloses a permanently reserved circuit segment (i.e., fixed 
broadcast channel/allocated emergency channel, where the broadcast channel is an 
emergency call or notification) being available only for said particular calls (i.e., 
emergency services/calls) between users at least one of whom is a preferred user (i.e., 
control center/emergency service controller/dispatcher) (See col. 2 lines 48-50, col. 3 
lines 48-54, and col. 4-5 lines 50-17). YanA/ood discloses two embodiments, and one of 
those embodiments use a fixed or dedicated broadcast channel/service, in which 
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resources (i.e., cliannels) are permanently reserved within each cell in the broadcast 
area whether or not they are actually being used (See col. 2 lines 48-50 and col. 6 lines 
19-24). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to incorporate this feature within the system, as a way of allocating 
a single channel/circuit to emergency broadcast dispatchers/preferred users, 
irrespective of the number of users, thus allowing more efficient use of the available 
channels/circuits. 

4. In regards to claims 2 and 6, Linneweh discloses the method and network, 
wherein a preferred user attribute is assigned to each user and corresponds to a 
particular category indication in the case of preferred users included in the calling user 
identifier (i.e., predetermined feature code and/or particular set of dialed digits) that is 
transmitted for setting up a circuit at the time of a call request (See col. 3 lines 46-65). 

5. Claims 3 and 7 are rejected under 103(a) as being unpatentable over Linneweh, 
Jr., et al (US 5,862,485), in view of Yarwood (US 6,161 ,016), and further in view of 
Bressler (US 6,584,190). 

6. Linneweh and Yarwood disclose all of claims 3 and 7 limitations, except the 
method and network, wherein minimum-cost algorithm used to choose a circuit set up 
time of a call request gives priority to choosing the shortest circuit set up via one or 
more reserved circuit segments in series when the request emanates from a user who 
has a preferred user attribute relating to the call requested and uses an unreserved 
circuit segment of a trunk if no reserved segments of said trunk are available and said 
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trunk has at least one unreserved segment available at the time. Bressler, however, 
does disclose the method and network, wherein minimum-cost algorithm used to 
choose a circuit set up time of a call request gives priority to choosing the shortest 
circuit set up via one or more circuit segments in series when the request emanates 
from a user who has a preferred user attribute relating to the call requested (See col. 5 
lines col. 9 lines 3-29). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to employ this feature into the method and network, 
as a way of balancing and reducing the traffic load, and also reducing cost. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9,11, and 1 2 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Charvillat (US 5,315,586) teaches resource reallocation for flow- 
enforced user traffic. 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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1 0. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE . 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 

' extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thjuan P. Knowlin whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7486. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00pm. 

1 2. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on (571) 272-7488. The fax phone number 
for the organizaition where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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1 3. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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